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A charitable foundation
started by Nassau’s transit
provider has helped give away
72,000 free bus rides to low-in-
come county residents over the
last year, officials said Friday.

Twelve months after it was
launched in February 2017, Ev-
eryone Rides NICE — a non-

profit created by NICE’s parent
company, Transdev — has part-
nered with the United Way of
Long Island to provide some
36,000 round-trip MetroCards
to about 2,000 residents.

“In many cases, they have to
choose between transportation
and filling a prescription, or
transportation and buying
food,” said Michael Setzer, chief
executive officer of the Nassau
Inter-County Express, or NICE.
“Think about a single mom
who has to pay for herself and
two kids to get to a doctor. The
[$2.75 bus fare] might make the

difference between being able
to see the doctor or not.”

United Way works with
more than a dozen charitable
groups, businesses and commu-
nity organizations throughout
the county to get the Metro-
Cards into the hands of those
who could use them, including
low-income college students,
people looking for jobs and mil-
itary veterans, organizers said.

Theresa Regnante, United
Way of Long Island president
and chief executive officer, said
the average recipient of the free
rides has a monthly household

income of $650.
“A lot of people are using it

to get to and from school and
work, to search for a job, to go
on an interview, to get to medi-
cal appointments,” Regnante
said. “Overall we’ve had a re-
ally fantastic year, and a lot of
people who are grateful.”

Transdev started Everyone
Rides NICE with an infusion of
$1.2 million — enough to fund
the program for five years. Or-
ganizers said they plan to take
on fundraising campaigns to
keep the program going in the
future.

Among those who have bene-
fited from the effort is David
Pais-Torres, 18, a sophomore at
Nassau Community College
who has relied on the free tran-
sit to get to and from school, af-
ford textbooks, and have
enough money left over “so I
can buy some lunch for the
day.”

“We don’t have too much
money, so I take a bus to
school. Nobody in my family
has a car,” said Pais-Torres, of
Rockville Centre. “It’s really
helped us save money. It’s
helped us in a lot of ways.”

Prepping for the prom
Nicole Oviedo, 20, at left, a special-needs student in the
Valley Stream Central High School District’s Life Skills
program, receives some pre-prom pampering from her
peers in cosmetology class Friday. Above, Emani Ross,
16, does Oviedo’s nails as part of the glam treatment to
get her ready for a prom called Night to Shine,
sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation.
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Voters in Nassau County on
Thursday overwhelmingly ap-
proved a plan to allow Nassau
BOCES to spend $12 million to
buy a North Bellmore building
to house educational program-
ming for hundreds of students
with behavioral and develop-
mental disabilities.

The 2,225-254 vote allows
Nassau BOCES to own the
Jerusalem Avenue School that

it now rents to provide special
education programs for 350
students. The results are unof-
ficial until they are approved
by BOCES board members at
a meeting scheduled for Feb.
26.

Voters cast ballots in eight
polling sites that were open
between 11 a.m. and 8 p.m.

“We would like to thank ev-
eryone who participated in
this vote,” Robert R. Dillon,
Nassau BOCES district super-
intendent, said in a statement.

“Our purchase of the
Jerusalem Avenue School will
provide long-term savings for
our local school districts.”

The purchase is expected to
save about $1.4 million annu-
ally starting in the 2018-19
school year.

Nassau BOCES has rented
the space from the Bellmore-
Merrick Central High School
District since 1998. Under that
arrangement, all 56 compo-
nent school districts in the
county footed the bill.

Officials estimate that the
$12 million purchase price will
be paid back through the an-
nual savings in nine years.

The deal includes the
133,000-square-foot school
building and the 16-acre prop-
erty on which it sits. Two pro-
grams are housed in the
school: the Jerusalem Avenue
Elementary Program and the
Children’s Readiness Center.

Officials said that the funds
for the purchase came from
the Nassau BOCES Capital

Fund, which included money
earmarked for the purpose.
The deal will require no bor-
rowing or debt service.

It is part of a strategy de-
signed to save millions of dol-
lars in taxpayer funds by own-
ing rather than renting space,
officials said.

In 2016, voters approved
Nassau BOCES’ purchase of
the Carman Road School in
Massapequa Park for $9 mil-
lion, saving about $900,000 in
annual rent.

Nassau voters approve BOCES’ $12 million purchase of school

The gift of 72,000 bus rides
NICE foundation
helps ease burdens
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