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Throughout her adolescence, Kristyne looked up to her mother’s strength. As a first-generation 

Dominican American, Kristyne’s mom knew the value of hard work and would often guide 

Kristyne through her education. While looking at a plethora of scholarships, her mother had 

found, United Way of Long Island’s DREAMS for Youth scholarship stuck out to Kristyne. She 

appreciated United Way’s mission statement and commitment to lifting communities.  

Kristyne’s time in college was not perfect. Her interest in studying abroad was squashed by the 

pandemic and she had to work two jobs. However, the DREAMS for Youth scholarship allowed 

her to take a step back and relax, knowing that there were people who cared about her success. 

She was able to spend more time getting involved on campus, specifically in organizations 

aligning with her passion for psychology. She graduated in 2022 with a degree in psychology. 

Having gone through mental health struggles, Kristyne understands the counseling system and 

the importance of mental health care. She is a Behavioral Specialist and the Clinic Coordinator at 

a Center for OCD and Anxiety. She hopes to open an independent practice focusing on trauma-

informed therapy. Kristyne is grateful for the flexibility in her field and the opportunities to help 

break cycles of generational trauma. 

Guided by a Mother’s Strength

DREAMS FOR YOUTH
S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M

“I’d like to express gratitude to United Way 
for your continuous support and kindness 

towards students as we reach for our goals” 



Jamith is a hardworking father who was struggling to make ends meet. He sought help from 

United Way of Long Island’s community partner agency, Housing Help Inc., when he was 

homeless. At the time, Jamith had a young daughter and his wife was pregnant. Their daughter 

was registered as ‘homeless’ at her school. United Way worked closely with Jamith to secure 

housing and rental payments while he was looking for employment. 

Housing stability is crucial for children’s development. After finding housing in a different 

school district, United Way and its network of partners negotiated an agreement with the 

district, enabling his daughter to attend the remainder of the school year by assisting with 

transportation.  She finished the scholastic year strong.  

To mitigate high housing expenses, Jamith’s family was provided with grocery store gift cards. 

His wife was also connected to an agency that provided baby items and furniture. 

 

Jamith secured a new career in Landscape Architecture and was subsequently promoted, which 

included a salary increase. Free financial counseling further helped Jamith save money and 

improve his credit score. Through ongoing support from United Way of Long Island’s Family 

Support Project, families like Jamith’s have access to the resources they need to succeed in 

school, work, and life. 

Support and So Much More...



Events 



The Long Island Insurance Community (LIIC) continues to uphold its 
fundamental priority of supporting those in need through its annual 
gala, a cornerstone event showcasing the community’s generosity 
and dedication. 

Over 300 guests attended the 28th Annual Gala at The Mansion at 
Oyster Bay, raising over $220,000 to benefit United Way of Long 
Island, Guide Dog Foundation, Long Island Insurance Education 
Foundation, and Color Me Cancer Free! Foundation. Since 1995, 
the LIIC has contributed more than $7 million to local nonprofit 
organizations. 

The Annual Gala honors industry and business leaders whose 
commitment to the community has significantly improved the 
quality of life for their neighbors. This year’s distinguished honoree 
was Charles E. Makey III, President and CEO of Merchants Insurance 
Group. 

“I have traveled throughout the country over the past 28 years, 
and I have never seen an insurance community like the Long 
Island Insurance Community. That is evident from the charitable 
contributions of over $7 million over the years,” said Charles E. Makey 
III. “Cammy Belser, one of the founders of this event and one of the 
most influential Merchants executives, would have been very proud 
to see the success of this event. She mentored me, and being here 
tonight is extra special.” 

This year’s Platinum Sponsors were Merchants Insurance Group 
and Hudson Valley Agency Alliance; Gold Sponsor: Risk Placement 
Services; Silver Sponsors: Acrisure, A¥liated Agency Inc., AIG, CNA, 
HUB International, NEC Specialty, and SterlingRisk Insurance. 

(L-R: Linda Nicolino, Chief Legal Counsel at Bethpage Federal Credit Union and United 
Way of Long Island Board Chair; Theresa Regnante, President & CEO of United Way 
of Long Island; Gloria Gargano, Small Business National Sales Executive Director and 
LIIC Board Co-Chair; Mary Mondrick, Senior Sales Executive Select Account Division at 
Travelers and LIIC Co-Chair; Maria Thomas, VP of Brokerage Sales & Client Relations at 
Friedlander Group, Inc. and LIIC Board Co-Chair) at right Charles E. Makey III.





United Way of Long Island’s workforce development program, ‘Power Up! Wind, Solar & Renewables’, held its second 
Spanish-speaking cohort this month. This free training generously supported by Bank of America is focused on creating a 
foundation and pathways to secure careers in the renewable energy industry for Long Islanders.

In partnership with Pronto of Long Island, the course covered: Hands-on Training for Next-Generation in Construction, 
Building Science Principles, Assistance with Job Placement, and OSHA 10. 

According to the New York State Department of Labor, over 10,000 new industry jobs will be available in New York State 
by 2030. The 2020 Census reported that Hispanic residents represented 20.2 percent of Long Island’s population, growing 
by more than a quarter within a decade.

Since ‘Power Up! Wind, Solar & Renewables’ inception in 2022, there have been nearly 300 graduates. Approximately 60% 
have gained employment and are on the way to financial stability and careers in the energy industry through connections 
made in the workforce program. Many other graduates have gone on to achieve advanced training.

Power Up! graduates are proficient in the installation of clean heating and cooling technologies, high-efficiency HVAC, 
heat pumps, solar panels, EV Charging and the benefits of renewable energy. The program is made possible by Bank of 
America, New York Empire State Development, and National Grid Ventures.

The Power Up! program is open to youths, veterans, unemployed workers and those seeking new careers leading to 
employment in the renewable/sustainable, smart grid, and green construction industries. To learn more and/or to apply, 
visit www.unitedwayli.org/powerupcareertraining.



Team Mission United is a dedicated group of runners who are committed to 

supporting United Way of Long Island’s Mission United in the 2024 TCS New 

York City Marathon in support of Long Island’s veterans. 

Long Island has one of the largest veteran populations in New York State and 

one of the highest concentrations in the United States. Mission United provides 

critical programs to veterans as they transition back into civilian life including employment services, 

education, fi nancial services, health and housing support.



For the eighth year in a row, United Way of Long Island was selected as a charity partner for the 2024 TCS 

New York City Marathon, which will take place on Sunday, November 3rd. United Way’s Team Mission United 

runners are raising $30,000 in support of U.S. military veterans and their families on Long Island. The runners 

came together for an appreciation dinner at United Way headquarters a week before the race. Since 2016, 

Team Mission United has raised more than $210,000. The TCS New York City Marathon covers all five boroughs 

of the city, while attracting over 50,000 participants and finishers. The commitment this team has shown as 

they raise funds to benefit Long Island’s veterans is inspiring.

Team Mission United Runners, Alex, Andrew, Alma, Liam, Samantha, Daniel, Abby and Thomas



All proceeds bene�t United Way of Long Island’s Mission United initiative which supports programs that serve 
Long Island’s Active Military, Veterans and their families in the areas of case management and emergency �nancial assistance.

TWU Local 252 Presents Our 7th Year of

Music By
Just for The Record DJ Entertainment 
Roulette • Black Jack • Big Wheel & More Gaming

 Bu�et • Auction Baskets & Ra�es Cash Bar 
 Admission Only $25

— $25 Admission —
Free Buffet        DJ Entertainment        Games & Prizes

Cash-Bar        Auction Baskets        Ra�les

Saturday, November 9, 2024
7pm – 11pm

IBEW Local 25
370 Vanderbilt Motor Parkway  •  Hauppauge, New York 11788

Cash-Bar        Auction Baskets        Ra�les
Free Buffet        DJ Entertainment        Games & Prizes

Cash-Bar        Auction Baskets        Ra�les
Free Buffet        DJ Entertainment        Games & Prizes

Honoring Our Veterans from 
Transport Workers Union Local 252

And All Veterans!

H H H BETS FOR VETS H H H



FUNNY
BUSINESS

Feb. 5, 2025 • 6pm

Govenor’s Comedy Club

Levittown, NY

Join us for some...

$25
Proceeds support veterans and their families 

throughout Long Island as part of  

United Way’s Mission United initiative

U n i t e d  Wa y  o f  L o n g  I s l a n d

An Evening of Punchlines & professionals

More Information & Ticket Purchase
Coming Soon
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United Way of Long Island celebrated its 16th Annual 

Stuff-A-Bus school supply distribution in partnership 

with Suffolk Transportation Service, Inc., delivering 

over $50,000 worth of essential school supplies to 

elementary students across Nassau and Suffolk counties. 

This initiative ensures that students from all communities 

are equipped with the vital tools they need for academic 

success. 

This year, the event saw tremendous success, special 

thanks to United Way’s Young Professionals Network, 

which raised $20,000 to support the program through 

their annual Cornhole Tournament and Networking 

Event. In addition, throughout August, United Way 

of Long Island, alongside local companies, collected 

essential school supplies for local students. 

On September 13, 2024, volunteers from National Grid 

and Zebra Technologies generously donated their time 

to pack school buses with boxes filled with school 

supplies. Their assistance with distribution ensured that 

thousands of local students are prepared for the school 

year ahead.  

Several organizations and school districts received 

supplies from United Way of Long Island to prepare 

students for the academic year ahead including; ABBA 

Leadership, Community Development Corporation of 

Long Island, Colonial Youth, Hicksville Boys & Girls Club, 

Housing Help, Mineola Ministries, Nassau County Office 

of Youth Services, Pride for Youth, Pronto of Long Island, 

Rescue Angel, Restoration Revival, Suffolk County 

Sheriff’s Office, SCO Family Services, The Retreat, Wings 

of Empowerment, Wyandanch Homes & Property, 

YouthBuild Long Island, and Brentwood, Central Islip, 

Copiague, Hicksville, Patchogue-Medford, Uniondale, 

Valley Stream, and Westbury school districts. 

The Success of Our Students...  The Success of Our Students...  
Starts With YOU!Starts With YOU!

Stuff-A-BusStuff-A-Bus



Supporters include:
Alba Wheels Up  •  Amneal Pharmaceuticals  •  Athleta  •  Bethpage Federal Credit Union   •  Borg Insurance Agency & Associates 

The Boxery  •  Bulovas Restoration  •  Citrin Cooperman  •  ClearVision Optical  •  CNA Insurance  •  Coach Stores-Deer Park & Riverhead 

 Cohn Reznick  •  CVBS  •  DAR- Ketewamoke NSDAR  •  East/West Industries  •  Family of Kidz  •  Family Wealth Decisions Group  

Flushing Bank  •  Gas Tech Plumbing & Heating  •  G-Rock Handcovers, Inc.  •  Girl Scouts Troop 914  •  H2M Architects  & Engineers  

Haugland Group  •  Kate Spade-Riverhead  •  Kids Therapy Services  •  Laufer LLP  •  Lincoln Financial Group  •  Local 338 RWDSU/UFCW   

Mackoul  •  Gabriele Marano LLP  •  Kimberly & Mark McElhinney  •  Merchants Insurance Group  •  The Mosquito Guido   

MSC  •  Narda-MITEQ  •  National Grid  •  Newsday  •  Oerlinkon  •  Oliver Inc.  •  Marcia & Gregy Randall  •  Retro Fitness  

Rotary Club of Promise  •  Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, Inc  •  Sales Master  •  Southern Glazer Wines and Spirits  •  Sands New York  

Sheehan CPA   •  SK Pool Care  •  Transdev/NICE Bus  •  Target-Central Islip & Commack   •  TTM Technologies   

Utica National Insurance  •  Villanova Alumni  •  Visiontron   •  VRD Contracting  •  W Services Group   •  Zebra Technologies

United Way of Long Island’s Stuff-A-Bus program is part of a broader effort to strengthen education, 

a key pillar in the organization’s mission to promote financial stability and opportunity for all. Since 

2008, Stuff-A-Bus has delivered over 1 million back-to-school supplies to children. By providing 

vital supplies, Stuff-A-Bus aims to set students up with the proper tools for academic success while 

increasing the economic opportunity of students’ families. To learn more about Stuff-A-Bus, visit 

www.unitedwayli.org/stuff-bus 



Since its inception in 2002, United Way of Long Island has 

awarded scholarships and/or grants, in the areas of Academics 

& Enrichment, totaling more than $1,000,000. The D.R.E.A.M.S. 

For Youth Advisory Board, comprised of 7th graders to college 

students, works under the guidance of United Way sta� to 

make award decisions. The Dreams R Us Foundation provides 

support for D.R.E.A.M.S. For Youth scholarships.

Academic Awards - Assists with costs associated with 

educational goals at a college, university, private or vocational 

school. Applicants must be in grade 12, demonstrate financial 

need and a commitment to community service. Financial 

awards range from $1,000 to $4,000.

D.R.E.A.M.S. For Youth Scholarship appli-
cations open for the 
2025 academic year on 
October 1, 2024. 

For more information 
or to download an 
application visit:

www.unitedwayli.org/DREAMS

D.R.E.A.M.S. Scholarships
DETERMINATION. REALIZATION. ENRICHMENT. ACADEMICS. MISSION. SERVICE.

For additional information contact Biena Depena at 631.940.3719

DREAMS FOR YOUTH
S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M
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Broadcast

To view the coverage visit: www.unitedwayli.org/SAB2024



Print



unitedwayli.org/SDAP
Contact 211 Long Island for 
information and referrals 
related to education and 
support services.

Dial 2-1-1, or outside of 
Nassau and Su  ̈olk 
Counties 1-888-774-7633 
and visit 211longisland.org

United Way is helping Long Islanders who are  struggling with student 
debt to navigate the loan  repayment system and gain fi nancial stability.

STUDENT DEBT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

We assist student loan borrowers with:

 • Determining repayment options 

• Developing strategies for tackling student loan debt 

• Accessing student loan forgiveness resources 

• Understanding your fi nancial future 

• Mediating with loan servicers and lenders 

• Obtaining referrals for additional resources

Request an Appointment
Use the QR Code or visit www.unitedwayli.org/SDAP or call 631.972.5534 to request an  appointment with a Student 
Debt Counselor.  A member of our team  will follow up with you to schedule a session within 24-48 hours.

This FREE 
Program

is Now 
Open

United Way of Long Island is a member of the EDCAP Network.



Contact 211 Long Island for information and referrals 
related to health and human support services.
Dial 2-1-1, or outside of Nassau and Su¨olk Counties 
1-888-774-7633 and visit 211longisland.org

DREAMS Do 
Come True

The United Way of Long Island’s D.R.E.A.M.S. for Youth 

scholarship helped eliminate roadblocks for Kristyne and 

allowed her to focus on her education. Knowing that  

   people cared about her success, she spent time    

     getting involved on campus in organizations aligning 

       with her passion for psychology. She graduated in 

        2022 and is on her path to open her own practice  

          focusing on trauma-informed therapy.  

 “Thank you to everyone who contributed 

to my success” – Kristyne. 

Scholarships are now open, 
use the QR Code to apply 
or visit our website at
unitedwayli.org/scholarships



unitedwayli.org/SDAP
Contact 211 Long Island for 
information and referrals 
related to education and 
support services.

Dial 2-1-1, or outside of 
Nassau and Su  ̈olk 
Counties 1-888-774-7633 
and visit 211longisland.org

United Way is helping Long Islanders who are  struggling with student 
debt to navigate the loan  repayment system and gain fi nancial stability.

STUDENT DEBT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

We assist student loan borrowers with:

 • Determining repayment options 

• Developing strategies for tackling student loan debt 

• Accessing student loan forgiveness resources 

• Understanding your fi nancial future 

• Mediating with loan servicers and lenders 

• Obtaining referrals for additional resources

Request an Appointment
Use the QR Code or visit www.unitedwayli.org/SDAP or call 631.972.5534 to request an  appointment with a Student 
Debt Counselor.  A member of our team  will follow up with you to schedule a session within 24-48 hours.

This FREE 
Program

is Now 
Open

United Way of Long Island is a member of the EDCAP Network.



Also Appeared in:
N.A. Clean Energy
Global Renewable News
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Thank You 




