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UNITED TOGETHER
A Response Fund for COVID-19

COVID-19 RESPONSE PARTNERS

LIVOAD
Long Island Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster

HELPING LONG ISLANDERS
With your generous support United Way has responded to the needs of Long Islanders experiencing
unparalleled hardship. Through United Together: A Response Fund for COVID-19, and with a safety net
of community partners, thousands of lives have been impacted, including families, individuals, veterans,
young mothers with newborns, seniors and healthcare responders.

• This winter, United Way’s Safe at Home For Seniors program will assist more than 500 seniors
with supportive services in the Town of Babylon, Town of Brookhaven, Town of Huntington
and Town of Islip so they can safely shelter-in-place.

• In collaboration with the Town of Hempstead, United Way established a program to install 560 portable
medical-grade HEPA air filtration units in at-risk seniors’ homes. The installation of these will improve
the air quality of enclosed spaces, particularly for those who are at a higher risk.

• 8,763 newly unemployed individuals received emergency gift cards to afford critical
basic needs of food and household supplies.

• More than 2,000 families, who are expecting or with newborns, were granted gift cards
to purchase baby essentials through Born United.

• Nearly 5,500 frontline healthcare responders were provided with meals including take-home kits
for their families.

• 211 is Long Island’s free non-emergency information call center for residents to obtain health and
human resources, they’ve responded to more than 14,402 calls – a 80% increase from the same time
duration in 2019.

Fund has raised over $2,163,208 as of 12.30.2020
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UNITED TOGETHER:
A Response Fund for COVID-19
is making a positive impact on families,
thanks to the swiftness and generosity
of our supporters.

THANK YOU
TO OUR LEADING CHAMPIONS...

Our principal partners have
already allowed United Way
to provide relief to over
4,000 financially vulnerable
Long Islanders. We can
help even more families
with your support.

Join our list of Champions... Thank You
Bank of America, New York Jets, Rauch Foundation, National Grid, M&T Bank, The Countess Moira Charitable Foundation,
PSEG Long Island, The AmerisourceBergen Foundation, Bethpage Federal Credit Union, MSC Industrial Supply Co.,
Northville Industries, RXR, People’s United Community Foundation, Esquire Bank, National Grid Foundation,
The Randi & Clifford Lane Foundation, City National Bank, GEICO, Island Outreach Foundation, Wells Fargo,
United Way Worldwide, TriState Capital Bank, CVS Health, Deloitte, Iroquois Gas Transmission System, King Kullen Grocery Co.,
Sunshine Foundation, UPS, CNA, Philadelphia Insurance, Utica National Insurance Group, Local 338 RWDSU/UFCW,
ACIT, Brookhaven National Lab/Brookhaven Science Associates, CHUBB, EPIC Insurance Brokers & Consultants,
Long Island Federation of Labor, LECSA, New Empire Group, Ltd., Transervice Logistics Inc.,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock
Champions as of 4/29/2020

Help Us Help Families • visit unitedwayli.org/GiveUnitedTogether
During the COVID-19 public health emergency individuals can contact 211 Long Island for information and referrals related to support services. Dial 2-1-1,
or outside of Nassau and Suffolk Counties 1-888-774-7633 and visit 211longisland.org. 211 Long Island operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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UNITED TOGETHER
A Response Fund For COVID-19

HELPING FAMILIES IN NEED
With schools and workplaces shuttering as the pandemic unfolds, recently
unemployed or furloughed Long Islanders are experiencing ﬁnancial hardship.
United Way of Long Island has established UNITED TOGETHER: A Response
Fund For COVID-19 to assist families and individuals who are impacted by this
health and economic crisis.
Beginning on or around April 6th, relief will be provided to eligible applicants
so they can meet their critical basic needs of food and household supplies.
Support will be provided until these funds are exhausted.

United Together: A Response Fund for COVID-19 is supported* by Bank of America, Bethpage Federal Credit Union,
City National Bank, GEICO, National Grid, Northville Industries, PSEG Long Island, The Countess Moira Charitable
Foundation, The New York Jets and TriState Capital Bank.

Help Us Help Families • visit unitedwayli.org/GiveUnitedTogether
During the COVID-19 public health emergency individuals can contact 211 Long Island for information and referrals related to support services. Dial 2-1-1,
or outside of Nassau and Suffolk Counties 1-888-774-7633 and visit 211longisland.org. 211 Long Island operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

*as of 3/28/2020
2157691201
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Help individuals and families cope with the challenges they face due to a loss
of income by visiting unitedwayli.org.

SAFE AT HOME FOR SENIORS

Sat Home
fe
for Seniors

The current health crisis poses additional challenges
for the elder population - social distancing protects
people’s health, but also severs ties to critical
resources. Therefore it is essential that we provide
access to services and resources to care for our
oldest and most fragile homebound members of the
community.
Safe At Home for Seniors is a United Way of Long Island COVID-19 health and safety outreach
program that helps seniors and other vulnerable Long Islanders with a variety of challenges.
Bilingual Community Navigators, in partnership with a network of agencies, focus on care and
providing linkages to supportive services for seniors so they can remain in the comfort and
safety of their homes... where they are best protected while maintaining social relationships. We
help them continue to live active and full lives.
Safe At Home for Seniors is a regional partnership in collaboration with the Towns of Babylon,
Brookhaven, Hempstead, Huntington and Islip, In an effort to further protect senior citizens
from COVID-19 portable medical-grade HEPA air filtration units will be installed in at-risk
seniors’ homes.

$1,176,808 has been raised supporting Safe at Home for Seniors

THANK YOU!
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Town announces United Way grant
The Town of Hempstead has
launched a new initiative with the
United Way of Long Island in an effort
to turther protect senior citizens from
COVID-19.
The $354,492 grant approved
by Hempstead Town Supervisor Don
Clavin and the Hempstead Town Board
will fund the installation of nearly 560
portable medical-grade HEPA air filtra
tion units in at-risk seniors' homes as
well as some doctor offices.
The installation of air filters is in
tended to improve the air quality of en
closed spaces, particularly for seniors
who are at higher risk when exposed to
the coronavirus.
"I'd like to once again thank Sen.
Schumer for his part in securing this
funding that continues to support and
protect hundreds of thousands of resi
dents of the Town of Hempstead," stat
ed Hempstead Town Supervisor Don
Clavin. "Our senior population is the
most vulnerable to this virus, which is
why it is imperative that we do what
we can to shield them to the greatest
extent possible from the risk of infec
tion."
The grant announcement was made
by Supervisor Clavin and his Town
Board colleagues - Senior Council
woman Dorothy Goosby, Councilman
Bruce Blakeman, Councilman Anthony
D'Esposito, Councilman Dennis Dunne,
Sr., Councilman Tom Muscarella, Coun
cilman Chris Carini, Town Clerk Kate
Murray and Receiver Jeanine Driscoll.
According t� the Centers for Dis
ease Control and Prevention, 80 per
cent of Hempstead's COVID-19 deaths
have been from people 62 years or
older.
The activities funded by the grant
to United Way will assist more than 550
seniors with chronic health risks like
Asthma or COPD.
By keeping the air as pure as pos
sible, these residents will have a much
lower risk of contracting the airborne
coronavirus. Additionally, the funding
will also go to help support staff dis
tribute and install these units as well as
provide seniors with PPE supplies such
as masks, sanitizers, digital thermom
eters.
"This is a challenging time and
United Way is extremely pleased to

have the opportunity to help keep se
niors safe at home through our partner
ship with the Town of Hempstead and
we believe this program offers great
hope in providing needed resources
to help seniors live a healthy and full
life," said Theresa Regnante, president
and CEO of United Way of Long Island.
"The installation of these portable med
ical-grade HEPA air filtration systems
are going to make a dramatic differ
ence, especially for those with chronic
health conditions who are at home
and sheltering-in-place due to the CO
VID-19 public health emergency."
United Way of Long Island has al
ready assisted more than 9,000 Long
Islanders during the pandemic and
securing these grant funds will ensure
they continue their helping mission.
The funding received by the United
Way was made possible by a $133 mil
lion grant the Town of Hempstead re
ceived as part of the federal C ARES Act,
which the Town is using to provide eco
nomic relief grants for local businesses
to cover COVID-related expenses.
"The Coronavirus is not simply
just going to go away, so we need to
do what we can to protect all of our
residents, especially the most vulner
able," Senior Councilwoman Dorothy
Goosby said. "Thank you to the United
Way of Long Island for their efforts to
safeguard senior citizens."
"Our senior citizens are on the top
of the list as most at risk to suffer the
severe effects of this potentially deadly
virus," Councilman Bruce Blakeman
added. "We're proud to team with the
United Way of Long Island to help pro
tect residents during this pandemic."
"Along with Supervisor Don Clavin
and my colleagues on the Hempstead
Town Board, we're proud to announce
another important initiative that will
play a role in the recovery from CO
VID-19, while also helping our vulner
able populations navigate the uncer
tainties of the ongoing pandemic and
protect our residents from a second
wave," Councilman Anthony D'Esposito
said. "Working with the United Way of
Long Island on this program can be
helpful in preventing senior citizens
from being infected by the Coronavi
rus."
"It is imperative that we do what

we can to shield our most at-risk popu
lations to the greatest extent possible
from being infected by COVID-19,"
Councilman Dennis Dunne, Sr., said .
"We will continue to pursue and imple
ment initiatives to safeguard our resi
dents as we navigate the uncertainty of
the COVID-19 pandemic."
"I'm proud to join with my Town
Board colleagues to announce a pro-

gram that will provide air filtration
systems for senior citizens in our town
ship," Councilman Tom Muscarella
said. "By doing so, we are doing our
part to help those who are the most at
risk to contracting the severe effects
of the Coronavirus and furthering our
efforts to aid residents during the pan
demic."
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United Way of Long Island’s United Together Response Fund has made a positive impact
on nearly 6,000 Long Islanders who were recently unemployed or furloughed due to the
health and economic emergency. This help was extended to countless veterans and their
families, as it is now our duty to be there for the men and women who served our country
protecting our freedom and safety.

newsday.com NEWSDAY TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2020

More recently we have expanded our outreach by providing meals, as well as take home
meal kits to health care heroes who care for our military heroes at area hospitals, including
the Northport Veterans Affairs Medical Center.
As we transition from response to long-term recovery, our Safe At Home initiative will have
a special focus on the elderly, including veterans who are senior citizens. Your continued
support will be critical in helping our efforts in the months (and years) to come, visit
www.unitedwayli.org

To contribute, www.unitedwayli.org/UnitedTogether
Visit 211LongIsland.org or call 2-1-1 to be connected to veteran resources and other health and human services.
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Nourishing Our
Medical Workers
Chicken Soup for Health Care
Responders fnitiative launches
BY DAVE GIL DE RUBIO

dgilderubio@antonmediagroup.com

W

ith health care workers serving
as soldiers on the front line
of fighting the COVID-19
pandemic, a number of businesses are
working to deliver free meals to medical
professionals tirelessly batting in hos
pitals and medical facilities around the
country. Already, initiatives like Feed
the Frontlines NYC and Meals4Heroes,
along with large chains like Taco
Bell, Sweetgreen and Kentucky Fried
Chicken are stepping up to feed these
medical professionals. The same is
happening in Long Island's backyard, as
former representative Steve Israel, Ben's
Deli and United W'o/ of Long Island
recently announcee1 a partnership to
provide food to medical professionals
in hospitals called uChicken Soup for
Health Care Responders."
The inspiration came to Israel during
his self quarantine over a take-out meal
from Ben's Deli. A family member, who
is a doctor, told him that some hospital
staff responding to the coronavirus were
experiencing food shortages. Israel
contacted Ben's Deli owner Ronnie
Dragoon and United Way of Long Island
President and CEO Theresa Regnante
to collaborate on what evolved into
the uChicken Soup for Health Care
Responders" program.
The United Way has set up a
unique Chicken Soup For Health Care
Responders link on their website, www.
unitedwayli.org/givechickensoup.
Donors can contribute any amount
Funds will be used to pay for cold cut
sandwiches, hot dogs, knishes and
soups. The food will be packaged
to avoid contamination. Ben's will
discount the food, waive its delivery
fee and distribute food to hospitals in

Nassau and Suffolk. In light of equipment shortages
hospitals are facing everywhere, Israel felt this was
one of the most direct ways he could show his
support.
"We know that there are critical shortages of
personal protective equipment for medical
professionals; he said. uMaking sure they have food
during their long shifts is easy to solve and we can do
it right away. I'm so grateful to Ben's Deli and United
Way for being so responsive."
Dragoon agreed about providing this
kind of direct support
uln these troubling times, helping to keep our
health care first responders nourished is something
we can do now; he said. "Ben's Vice President Todd
Silverstein will coordinate all deliveries tdNassau
and Suffolk Counties. He can be reached at
516-621-3340 or on his cell phone at 516-769-7561."
Silverstein pointed out that while Ben's will be
closed on Wednesday, April 8 for Passover and
reopening on Friday, April 17, he'll still be answering
his phone and arranging deliveries for when his
company returns.
Other organizations are already responding to the
call put out by Chicken Soup For Health Care
Responders. The Central Nassau County Rotary Club
and Foundation is donating to the effort Regnante is
grateful to the Central Nassau County Rotary Club for
its support and is also steadfast in the importance of
this current partnership that's evolved out of this
current COVID-19 situation.

uThe health care community is pivotal in this crisis
and United Way of Long Island is honored to support
former Congressman Israel's plan to help the
workforce,• she said. uThis partnership is true to our
mission, as it focuses on the health and welfare of
Long Islanders. Visit UIWW.unitedwayli.org/
gi,vechickensoup for more information about getting
involved.

Page 1 of 2

© 2020 MASSAPEQUA OBSERVER
All Rights Reserved.

Account: 2331O (4320)
NY-374

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher

W E

A R E

A L L

BORNUNITED
Helping Families Afford Baby Basics during COVID-19
ABOUT COMMUNITY BABY SHOWER
Parenthood can be overwhelming for anyone, especially during the time
of COVID-19. With unemployment at an all time high and the crisis at its
peak, it’s time we unite for the new lives being born every day. During
this financially unstable time its harder than ever, and families with young
children need our support.

That’s where the Community Baby Shower
comes in...
United Way of Long Island, in partnership with local organizations and
hospitals, is helping families by providing essentials that are needed during
the first year of a child’s life, including diapers, wipes, bottles and baby food.

WHO RECEIVES HELP?
First-time parents of newborns and toddlers and growing families with
siblings at home may receive assistance.
Families will receive a gift card that they can use to purchase the baby
basics and early childhood necessities that they require for their little one(s),
including diapers, wipes, bottles and baby food.

GIVE TO THE COMMUNITY BABY SHOWER
Let’s unite for the future, let’s unite for new life, let’s unite for Long Island.
Help us come together and shower families with the everyday essentials
they need for their babies and little ones. Together, we are #BornUnited.
Contributions support
first-time parents, growing
families and their children
served by United Way of
Long Island partners:

Hempstead Teen 3-D Prints PPE For Essential Workers
D A V I D B I E B E R - MAY 26, 2020

A Hempstead High School junior is partnering with local nonprofits to 3-D print
plastic personal protective equipment for his school’s staff and area essential
workers to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus.
Fortuntatus Adeyemi teamed up with the United Way of Long Island, the
Hempstead School District, and Morrison Mentors, a science and technology
training program that he graduated from, to 3-D print face shields and masks at
the Alverta B. Gray Schultz Middle School.
“I had been doing nothing since the quarantine began and I just wanted to help
the community,” says Adeyemi. “I’ve seen so many people out there struggling and
needing equipment. There was a variable shortage of masks out there. It really
affected us.”
The PPE he makes stands out from others for their ability to be cleaned by
disinfectant wipes. They also come with unique features such as filters, filter
replacements, and ear reliefs. Material is bought and funded by the nonprofits
involved.
“The masks allow for reusability, unlike the regular ones that are no longer
efficient once they get wet or are worn too many times,” says Doron Spleen,
executive director of Morrison Mentors. “A lot of parents don’t have the money to
pay for that type of PPE equipment over and over and over.”

Fundraising
Highlights

LIVE UNITED THANKS-A-THON

Albanese Organization • Abrams Fensterman • Brookhaven National Lab / Brookhaven Science Assoc. • Bus Wear / Suffolk Printing
CPI Aero, Inc. • Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty • Empire Stat Group, LLC • Ferro Foundation • Gerber Collision & Glass
Thomas N. Gilmartin and Liza Gilmartin • IBEW Local 1049, Afl-CIO • KPMG LLP • Leviton Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Local 25 International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers • Local 338 RWDSU/UFCW • Long Island Contractors’ Association, Inc.
Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO • Northwell Health • O’Connor, McGuinness, Conte, Doyle, Oleson, Watson & Loftus, LLP
People’s United Bank • PrestigePEO • Riverhead Building Supply • Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, P.C. • Safelite AutoGlass
Santander Bank • Signet Claim Solutions, LLC • Sterling National Bank • Support Claim Services, Inc. (SCS)
TriState Capital Bank, Thomas N. Gilmartin President, NYC/Long Island
Caliber Collision Centers • David Calone and Kate Jones Calone • Cascone & Kluepfel, LLP • Cedar Communities, L.P. • CGAA
CNA • Comprehensive Medical Reviews • Concern for Independent Living, Inc. • Crest Hollow Country Club
Cullen and Dykman LLP • Econo Therm Insulation Co. • Enterprise Holdings • Epoch 5 Public Relations
Genser Cona Elder Law • Gettry Marcus CPA, P.C. • GID Construction, Inc. • Global Intelligence Associates
GWN Securities Inc. • Kelly, Rode, Kelly, LLP • Richard Kessel • Langsam Property Services Corp.
Local 138 • Local 282 • Main Street Financial Group • Gregory A. May
Mental Health Association of Nassau County, Inc. • Northville Industries Corp.
Philadelphia Insurance • PM Legal • Quality Industries Inc.
Schneps Communications • MSC Industrial Supply Co. • SterlingRisk
Stop and Shop • Suffolk Community College Foundation
Swezey Fuel Co., Inc. • The Posillico Foundation, Inc.
The Russell Friedman Law Group, LLP
Transervice Logistics Inc.
TD Bank

On November 2, United Way of Long Island recognized our supporters who are
continuing to invest in US… a United Solution for impact via a Zoom call with
President & CEO Theresa Regnante.
Your generosity demonstrates a steadfast commitment to our neighbors in need
having raised over $625,000 to help Long Islanders today.

LIIC TEXT-A-THON

The LIIC is hosted its first Text-a-thon on October 1, 2020 raising $96,000 to benefit
United Way of Long Island’s UNITED TOGETHER Response Fund.
Guests received texts messages throughout the day to join the virtual event, which
featured messages from LIIC Co-chairs, impact stories and how United Way of Long
Island is assisting the most vulnerable and at risk Long Islanders. The Text-a-thon video
can be viewed at: https://l-i-i-c.org/2020textathon. Thank you to all who joined.
Established in 1995 the Long Island Insurance Community was developed as a vehicle
for the Insurance Industry to give back to the community and to those less fortunate.
Since that time they have raised more than $5 million for Long Island charities. The
goal continues to be bringing the Insurance community together to change the lives
of Long Islanders in need.

Long Island Nonprofits Reimagine Fundraising Amid
Pandemic
longislandpress.com/2020/12/08/long-island-nonprofits-reimagine-fundraising-amid-pandemic/
December 8, 2020

Business
Claude Solnik

Charitable organizations are getting creative with socially distant fundraisers and donation drives.
(Getty Images)
Sign up for our COVID-19 newsletter to stay up-to-date on the latest coronavirus news throughout
New York
The Long Island Insurance Community, a nonprofit that brings together insurance industry leaders
to give back to the community and to those less fortunate, holds a big, annual fundraiser for the
United Way of Long Island attended by hundreds. That was pre-pandemic.
Unable to unite this year, LIIC instead launched a virtual text-a-thon, sending a barrage of texts and
live streaming an event to benefit the United Way of Long Island’s COVID-19 response fund. The
group raised $96,000 — half the amount in prior years, but not bad for a fundraiser that, otherwise,
would have been canceled. It announced raffle winners and presented messages from LIIC cochairs,
United Way partners, executives and people benefiting from services.
“You used to have 300 people in a room,” said Gloria Gargano, LIIC cochair and a United Way of
Long Island board member. “We were able to come up with something that kept people engaged and
allowed us to raise money.”
While many businesses figure out how to transform with the times, nonprofits facing challenges are
reinventing fundraising.
“We had to shift gears and create a vision that was able to engage long-term contributors and new
contributors,” Gargano said. “And trying to maintain COVID safety.”
1/3

LONG ISLAND MUSIC HALL OF FAME

Long Island Music Hall of Fame and News 12 produced this unique music event broadcasted
on Sunday May 31st at 8PM-9:30PM on News 12 Plus (Channel 61), on FIOS Channel 530 and
Facebook Live featuring performances and words of support from many LIMHOF Inductees
including Joan Jett, Richie Cannata, Pat Benatar and Neil Giraldo, Debbie Gibson, Kurtis Blow,
Taking Back Sunday, Gary US Bonds, members of Dream Theater, the Stray Cats and more.
The concert benefited United Together for Health Care Heroes, an initiative of United Way of
Long Island’s Response Fund For COVID-19. The not-for-profit is working with local restaurants
to deliver meals to responders at hospitals across Long Island. Take-home meal kits are also
provided, which allow hospital staff to make dinner at home, resulting in additional family
time. The initiative is the organization’s way of giving back to those who are helping maintain
the health and safety of the community at large. Funds raised during the Long Island Music
Hall of Fame concert increase United Way of Long Island’s capacity to continue delivering
meals to health care heroes.
“We’re pleased to be the beneficiary of the Long Island Music Hall of Fame concert proceeds,”
said Theresa Regnante, President and CEO of United Way of Long Island. “Our region is
struggling right now, and it is United Way’s obligation to help bring equity to vulnerable
populations. Health care responders have been on the frontlines of battling COVID-19, all
while putting their own lives, and those of their families, at risk. Together, with the support of
the public, we can continue to nourish and give thanks to these heroes.”

Long Island Music Hall of Fame Announces
Concert Supporting Health Care Heroes
by BWW News Desk May 26, 2020

The Long Island Music Hall of Fame (LIMHOF) is excited to announce the upcoming News 12 Concert
Series Supporting Health Care Heroes Concert Presented by the Long Island Music Hall of Fame. This
event is a fundraiser for United Way of Long Island's United Together for Health Care Heroes, which will
help support health care workers at this vital time.
"We are thrilled that so many of our Long Island Music Hall of Fame Inductees are contributing such
high-quality performances to help support Long Island's Health Care Heroes," said Ernie Canadeo,
Chairman, Long Island Music Hall of Fame. "It promises to be a very exciting show, with so many diverse
music genres being represented that represent Long Island's vast musical heritage.
LIMHOF and News 12 are producing this unique music event to be broadcast on Sunday May 31th on
News 12 Plus (Channel 61), on FIOS Channel 530 at 8PM-9:30PM and will steam on News12 Facebook
Live featuring many LIMHOF Inductees including Blue Oyster Cult, Joan Jett, Richie Cannata, Kurtis Blow,
Taking Back Sunday, Gary US Bonds, members of Dream Theater, the Stray Cats, and many more. Each
artist is contributing a performance with most performed exclusively for this broadcast.
"News 12 Long Island is proud to partner with the Long Island Music Hall of Fame on this incredibly
special broadcast to benefit United Way of Long Island and the health care heroes who are working hard
to keep our communities safe and healthy," said Jon Steinberg, President of Altice News including News
12. "Long Island is our home and we encourage all of our viewers across Long Island, from Mineola to
Montauk and everywhere in between, to tune in to News 12+ to hear some of the island's greatest
artists come together as we honor the health care workers serving our local communities."
The concert will benefit United Together for Health Care Heroes, an initiative of United Way of Long
Island's Response Fund For COVID-19. The not-for-profit is working with local restaurants to deliver
meals to responders at hospitals across Long Island. Take-home meal kits are also provided, which allow
hospital staff to make dinner at home, resulting in additional family time. The initiative is the
organization's way of giving back to those who are helping maintain the health and safety of the
community at large. Funds raised during the Long Island Music Hall of Fame concert increase United
Way of Long Island's capacity to continue delivering meals to health care heroes.
"We're pleased to be the beneficiary of the Long Island Music Hall of Fame concert proceeds," said
Theresa Regnante, President and CEO of United Way of Long Island. "Our region is struggling right now,
and it is United Way's obligation to help bring equity to vulnerable populations. Health care responders
have been on the frontlines of battling COVID-19, all while putting their own lives, and those of their
families, at risk. Together, with the support of the public, we can continue to nourish and give thanks to
these heroes."
To make a contribution to United Together For Health Care Heroes, please visit
www.unitedwayli.org/healthcareheroes

TEAM MISSION UNITED

Due to the pandemic the TCS NYC Marathon was canceled but a hearty
congratulations goes out to Team Mission United whose runners
collectively ran 135 miles and raised over $17,000 this fall to support
veterans, as well as families and seniors impacted by COVID-19.

T E A M

M I S S I O N

U N I T E D

S P O N S O R S
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because of you...

U.S. Army Air Corps veteran, Eugene and his wife Slyvia

WWII Army Air Corps Veteran Eugene and his wife Sylvia are grateful to United
Way of Long Island for helping make their home of over 50 years a safe living
environment. Together, we can keep more seniors safe at home.
This Veterans Day, United Way of Long Island offers its utmost appreciation
and gratitude to our heroes for their strength and sacrifice.
newsday.com NEWSDAY TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2020

MISSION UNITED PARTNERS

Mission United provides critical services and resources in job training,
employment assistance and emergency financial aid to veterans and their
families, especially as they resume their civilian lives.
Watch their story at UnitedWayLI.org/EugeneandSylvia

To contribute, volunteer or for more information: www.unitedwayli.org

Visit 211LongIsland.org or call 2-1-1 or 888-774-7633 to be connected to resources for veterans or other health and human service programs.

ROBERT B. READ MEMORIAL FUND

Robert B. Read, a native of West Islip and veteran
broadcast journalist who served as Senior Producer
of INSIDE EDITION’s award-winning Investigative
Unit as well as a Managing Editor for the program’s
overall coverage, died unexpectedly on January 9,
2021 due to complications from COVID-19.
Under Read’s direction, the Investigative Unit
consistently produced a variety of hard-hitting
reports that earned many of journalism’s highest
honors including the prestigious George Polk Award,
the Investigative Reporters and Editors Medal, the
National Press Club Award and Sigma Delta Chi
Award.
Read began his journalism career at ABC News
“20/20,” where during his eight-year tenure he
produced a variety of news, features and investigative
reports.

Robert’s work ethic and leadership were
incomparable. He was a mentor and role model
to so many. Each day Robert chose happiness and
generously shared his joy with others. His ideal day
was on the boat with family and friends dancing to
reggae… a cool drink in hand, feeling the sun on his
face with a smile in his heart. Robert worked hard,
played hard and loved so deeply. Robert’s legacy
lives on in his wife, children, family and friends.
To honor Robert’s legacy, his family has established
the Robert B. Read Memorial Fund, which provides
emergency financial assistance to Long Island
families impacted by COVID-19. The Fund provides
a means for these families with children and seniors
sheltering-in-place to afford the critical basic needs.
To date the fund has raised over $42,200.

Project Warmth
Highlights

PROJECT WARMTH HIGHLIGHTS
Emergency Fuel Fund

Helping Long Islanders Afford Home Energy

Project Warmth, Long Island’s only
non-governmental emergency fuel fund,
is gearing up for another cold winter.

In 2019-2020:
•

Nearly 1800 adults and children received emergency
heating assistance from Project Warmth

•

Corporate partner PSEG Long Island mailed 850,000
envelopes to Nassau and Suffolk customers, asking
them to contribute to Project Warmth and, along 		
with United Way’s Direct Mail campaign, generated
nearly $508,000 in revenue from nearly 3200 donors

•

30 minute Interviews and program promotion aired
Sunday, January 5, 2020 on Cox Media Group on 		
the radio segment Plugged in to Long Island and an
episode of Island Outlook aired on Sunday, January 19, 2020 on Connoisseur Media LI’s 5 stations:
WALK-FM, K-98.3, 103.1 MAX FM, 94.3 The Shark and WHLI 1100/1370

•

This season, we will continue our PSEG Long Island mailing campaign as well as continuing 		
our partnership with NICE Bus. Project Warmth posters will appear in all 275 of their buses

PROJECT WARMTH RADIO COVERAGE

United Way was featured on Long Island
radio programs to bring awareness to
Project Warmth.
A special thank you to Edward White Jr.,
National Grid Foundation’s Executive
Director, who was joined by our Chief
Development Officer Craig Fligstein.

United Way of Long Island joined Cox Media Group
for their radio segment Plugged In To Long Island to
discuss Project Warmth, including how to apply, the
importance of the program and how to support the
program. The segment aired on Sunday, January
5th at 6:30am.
https://www.wbli.com/news/public-affairs/
plugged-in-long-isla/YBQHXPQOnZhAmPYiY4fIFJ/
https://www.wbab.com/news/public-affairs/
plugged-in-long-isla/YBQHXPQOnZhAmPYiY4fIFJ/

United Way joined Long Island Media Radio groups to
discuss Project Warmth, including how to apply, the
importance of the program and how to support the
program. The segment aired on Sunday, January 19th
at 7:00am
https://soundcloud.com/cmli/project-warmth-lijan-2020

Program
Highlights
• Housing
• 211
• Education
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6-Time Award Winner. We’re building healthy high
performing homes that are not only energy efficient
but foster the well-being of those living inside
The Housing Innovation Awards represents the best of the best;
truly innovative builders who are talking the talk AND walking
the walk, providing better homes for Americans and helping to
develop better neighborhoods, better communities, better cities,
and a better, more economically resilient nation.
To qualify for the Housing Innovation Awards, homes must first be certified as a
Zero Energy Ready Home in compliance with national program requirements.
United Way of Long Island’s “Healthy Homes Long Island” initiative works to
build homes that are both good for the environment outside and promotes the
well-being of those living inside the home. When retrofitting existing homes,
or building new ones, United Way’s Housing division puts a strong emphasis
on using sustainable materials that do not deteriorate or cause chronic health
concerns like asthma.

Key features list
High-performance insulation system for enhanced
quiet and comfort
Comprehensive draft protection
Fresh air system for cleaner indoor air
High-efficiency comfort system
Energy-efficient appliances and advanced lighting
technology for energy and water savings

https://libn.com/2020/02/05/free-green-construction-course-forveterans/?utm_term=Free%20green%20construction%20course%20for%20veterans&utm_campaign=afternoon&u
tm_content=email&utm_source=ealert&utm_medium=email&=

FEBRUARY 11th is 2-1-1 DAY
A program of United Way of Long Island
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February 11, 2020 marked the 10 year anniversary of 211 Long
Island. To celebrate this milestone occasion, United Way of Long
Island joined a nationwide effort in recognition of 211 Day, held on
February 11th.
United Way’s 211 Long Island is a free, confidential and multilingual
service for Nassau and Suffolk County residents. This nonemergency resource and referral Call Center and online database
provides crucial information to those in need of assistance.
With more than 2 million inquiries over the past decade, and to
accentuate the importance of 211, United Way of Long Island
held a cake-cutting and proclamation ceremony in Central Islip at
Bethpage Federal Credit Union, a longtime community partner.
“Our goal today is to ensure that both elected officials and the
public understand the immense benefit that 211 Long Island
provides, which is connecting residents to a wide array of critical
services such as job training, food pantries, and mental health
or substance abuse counseling, as well as lifestyle needs like
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Dial 2-1-1.
Get connected to local available resources.

recreation, volunteer opportunities, or government programs” said
Elizabeth Eberhardt, United Way of Long Island’s 211 Long Island
Director.
“Middle Country Public Library’s Online Database has been
operating for many years. In 2010, we partnered with United Way to
form 211 Long Island to provide a comprehensive Call Center and
data resource for all Long Islanders. It’s incredible to see the impact
that this service continues to have on so many individuals from the
general public to professionals to government employees,” stated
Sophia Serlis-McPhillips, Director of Administration at Middle
Country Public Library.
The Call Center for 211 Long Island is staffed by trained information
specialists who connect callers to critical and available resources
across Long Island. Services are offered in more than 200
languages and 211’s searchable online database, at 211LongIsland.
org, includes detailed information on nearly 10,000 nonprofit and
governmental programs.

211 Long Island Celebrates 10 Year Anniversary on 2/11
ADAM BROWNSTEIN FEBRUARY 11, 2020

The nonprofit United Way of Long Island
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the
launched of its popular 2-1-1 hotline on
Tuesday, Feb. 11.
United Way’s 2-1-1 Long Island is a free,
confidential service that provides callers
with helpful information to those in need
of assistance. Since its founding in 2010,
2-1-1 Long Island has assisted with
more than 2 million inquiries that they
have received through its call center and
online database.

“Over the 10 years we’ve been operating,
basic needs is the highest request and
search we’ve gotten by far,” said Elizabeth
Eberhardt, the assistant vice president of
community impact for the United Way of Long Island. “People looking for your basic food assistance, housing
assistance, utility assistance, and maybe funding for medical issues. By and large it is people lacking the
income and the resources to manage a crisis in their life at the time.”
The 2-1-1 Long Island hotline started with just Eberhardt answering the phone. It has since grown into a 24/7
operation with a call center and online database that collectively get hundreds of thousands of requests for
help annually.
“Another big area of interest is mental health support,” said Lori Abbatepaolo, the adult services librarian at
the Middle Country Public Library whose staff assists in maintaining the 2-1-1 website. “That sort of goes
hand in hand because when you are living in such duress it is hard to maintain a quality of mental health
when you’re always stressed.”
A notable instance of such a case occurred when a Spanish-speaking resident called the 2-1-1 Long Island
hotline in despair. A specialist who received the call immediately transferred the resident to the 2-1-1
interpreter line with a capability of translating more than 200 different languages and then assisted in
transferring the caller to a local crisis center hotline. Two 2-1-1 specialists then stayed on the line with the
resident until they got confirmation that the crisis line worker had transferred the call to an interpreter so the
resident could get the help they needed.
Robert Suarez, the assistant vice president of community development for Bethpage Federal Credit Union,
touted the Bethpage Volunteer Income Tax Assistant Program that’s one of the many programs accessible
through 2-1-1. The 17-year-old program, which offers free tax help for low to moderate income individuals
and families, has helped more than 18,000 Long Islanders.
“We may not change the world, but we are impacting and enriching people’s lives everyday, which is
meaningful and powerful,” said Suarez.
The celebration concluded with a 10 year anniversary cake as Eberhardt exclaimed: “911 is for a burning
building, 211 is for a burning question.”
https://www.longislandpress.com/2020/02/11/211-long-island-celebrates-10-year-anniversary-on-2-11/
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…just add 211 to your Contacts.
When you call 211, a knowledgeable specialist will speak with you
one-on-one and direct you to the critical services you need. Whether
it’s counseling for heating assistance or substance abuse, guidance on career
training or veteran services, referrals to family or elder care... our multi-lingual
Call Center is open 24 hours, 7 days-a-week.
If you or someone you know needs assistance, call 211, United Way’s free,
non-emergency information service or visit www.211longisland.org. Outside of
Nassau and Suffolk Counties call 888-774-7633.
211 Long Island partner

To volunteer or for more information: www.unitedwayli.org
Visit 211LongIsland.org or call 2-1-1 to be connected to resources and health and human service needs.

February 11th is 211 Day

Middle Country
Public Library

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
For many young adults on Long Island, the chance to attend college or participate in academic
enrichment activities eludes them. Many of Long Island’s youth face challenges stemming from low family
income, living in foster care or even facing homelessness. All of these factors can contribute to a lack of family stability
and in turn, an unsuccessful educational experience. Since 2002, United Way of Long Island has awarded scholarships
and grants in the areas of Academics, Community Service, & Enrichment, totaling more than $1,000,000,
to ensure that local youth have the opportunity to excel academically and make their dreams a reality.

Karyn

Dustin

“I am really grateful for the scholarship I received and appreciate the
wonderful work that United Way is committed to, which is why I really
enjoy participating on the Advisory Board. It is my way of giving back to
the community. United Way of Long Island has helped so many Long
Island families and I am happy to be a part of this work. The scholarship
assistance I received allowed me to study abroad in Spain for one
month and complete my first year of college debt free. I also attribute
the board for assisting in my professional success, as an ICU registered
nurse, through teaching me teamwork and leadership skills. I am
currently pursuing a master’s degree to become a Nurse Practitioner.”

I would like to thank the United Way of Long Island for this amazing
scholarship. It has been very helpful to me. My first year of college
has definitely been a rollercoaster being that adjusting to it socially
was a bit of work and classes were a little more difficult than high
school. However, having more freedom as an independent student
was cool since it allowed me awesome experiences with my friends. I
am attending New York University Tandon School of Engineering as a
Computer Science major.

Current Scholarships that are Available:
DREAMS for Youth • The Camilla G. Belser Memorial Scholarship Fund • The Anthony J. Stupore Memorial Scholarship Fund
Sal LaFonte Memorial Fund • Scott Martella Memorial Scholarship Fund • Byron T. & Ruth D. Miller Scholarship Fund
The Patricia Michels Memorial Scholarship Fund • John Kominicki Rising Star Scholarship • The Lorriane Aycock Memorial Scholarship Fund

Eric

Jennifer

I am in my second year at Fordham University at Lincoln Center
pursuing International Studies. This past semester has been very tricky
with online learning, however I was able to end the year with a 3.7 GPA.
Aside from the obvious challenges, I was able to make the best out
of my year! Due to my participation in the Residence Hall Association
(RHA), I am proud to announce that I am the President of RHA this fall
semester. I thank everyone from United Way for all the financial help!
Thank you so much for all your help!

I managed to earn all A’s earning a 4.0 GPA my first semester. This gave
me the impression that I was able to slack off and college is simpler
than what people make it out to be. However, second semester came,
and my classes became more difficult. Online learning was extremely
difficult for me as there were a lot of distractions at home and I could
not have a quiet place to study. I did manage to achieve a 3.91 GPA
and continue to attend LIU Post. My declared majors are Biology and
Psychology. Thanks to the United Way and DREAMS for Youth for giving
me the scholarship to help me in my first year.

BACK2SCHOOL EXPRESS

Whether the school year beagn in the classroom or remotely, more
than 30% of Long Island students’ families were unable to afford all
of the necessary items to succeed in school. Since the emergence
of COVID-19, the education landscape has changed drastically and
it has been a challenging time for school-age children, parents and
teachers. With the increase in remote learning, access to traditional
school supplies and digital technology has become critical to the
success of our students.
United Way remained committed to ensuring that all Long Island
students are given equal opportunities and resources to succeed
academically. Education is crucial to opening doors in our children’s
futures, with the Back2School Express program.

Thank you for your help and support!
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Fantasia is one of the many students at YouthBuild Long Island who are gaining the
critical skills needed to earn their High School diploma and secure careers in some
of Long Island’s fastest growing industries. Youthbuild is an innovative program that
equips young adults with the technology, leadership skills and hands on training to
successfully excel in fields such as construction, health care and manufacturing.
YouthBuild is now recruiting for its next session beginning on January 18, 2021.
If you need a high school diploma and a career, contact YouthBuild at 631.940.3707
or visit UnitedWayLI.org/YouthBuildLI for more information.
Make 2021 your year and apply now!
YouthBuild is supported by a grant from the US Department of Labor and the New York State Office of Children and Family Services

To contribute, volunteer or for more information: www.unitedwayli.org
Visit 211LongIsland.org or call 2-1-1 or (888-774-7633) to be connected to educational & career training resources and health and human service needs.

In-Kind
• Print
• Radio
• Advertising

IN-KIND PRINT
Advertising raised awareness for several United Way programs and
campaigns including: United Together, Project Warmth, Healthcare Heroes,
211, Safe at Home, YouthBuild, Scholarships and Mission United.

Ad Value Over $70,000

Ad Value Over $6,000

Ad Value Over $4,700

IN-KIND RADIO
PSA’s raised awareness for several United Way programs and
campaigns including: United Together, Project Warmth, Born United
and Safe at Home.

Ad Value Over $235,000

Ad Value Over $87,600

IN-KIND ADVERTISING
United Way received pro-bono advertising campaign materials
including a 30-second video PSA which aired on several networks.

Ad Value Over $20,000
United Way received pro-bono advertising space in all
275 NICE buses promoting 211Long Island during the
summer and Project Warmth this winter.

Ad Value Over $40,000

