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NET ZERO ENERGY CHALLENGE 
EARTH DAY 2021

United Way of Long Island celebrated Earth Day on April 22 with the launch of its ‘Net Zero Energy 

Challenge’, the pathway to transforming the organization’s headquarters into a building that produces 

as much energy as it uses. Through the installation and utilization of renewable energy with 576 solar 

panel modules and air-source heat pumps, United Way will possess one of the largest solar arrays of any 

not-for-profit commercial building, excluding universities and hospitals, in New York State. 

 

Budgeted at $1.8 million, the Net Zero Energy Challenge encourages stakeholders to invest in a 

sustainable Long Island:

 •  The cost savings by using renewable energy will be reinvested into United Way’s  

  core programs and services

 •  The building will be a live demonstration site for career training opportunities to  

  young adults, veterans, and those looking to replicate the Net Zero Energy project design

 •  The completed project site will be disaster resilient during extreme weather conditions

Photo Caption: YouthBuild Long Island participants Jordan and Darrius hold a solar panel; Rick Wertheim, Senior Vice President, Housing 
Development, United Way of Long Island; Michael Hults, Partner, Cameron Engineering; Michael Voltz, Director of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy, PSEG Long Island; Senator Phil Boyle; David Calone, CEO Jove Equity Partners, member United Way of Long Island Board of 
Directors and Co-Chair of Net Zero Energy Building Committee; Matt Brown, New Construction Program Manager, NYSERDA; John Bruckner, 
President, National Grid & member United Way of Long Island Board of Directors; Erika Hill, Owner/Principal Consultant, Vision Street Research 
& member United Way of Long Island Board of Directors; David Manning, Director, Stakeholder Relations/External Affairs, Brookhaven National 
Laboratory; Nancy Shamow, Executive Director Ascent School; Robert B. Catell, Chairman of the Board of Stony Brook University’s Advanced 
Energy Research and Technology Center (AERTC) and Co-Chair of Net Zero Energy Building Committee; Darryl Clark, Corporate Vice President, 
Wallace Eannace; Theresa A. Regnante, President & CEO, United Way of Long Island; Town of Babylon Supervisor Rich Schaffer; and YouthBuild 
Long Island participant Keyshawn.



Acclaim for Net Zero Energy Challenge

“Thank you again for the invitation. It was an honor to attend the event  
and for Cameron Engineering to be a part of this project. All of the United Way  

speakers yesterday did a fantastic job. It was a well-organized event.” 

- Michael J. Hults, P.E., LEED AP, Partner, Cameron Engineering & Associates, LLP

“Great event…well done! That was quite a re-union for many  
of us yesterday…again, thank you!” 

- David J. Manning, Director, Stakeholder Relations, Brookhaven National Laboratory

“Thank you. We enjoyed participating and look forward  
to more partnerships down the road.” 

- Darryl Clark, Corporate Vice President/Associate Partner, Wallace Eannace

“Congratulations on all of the positive coverage! Well done!” 

- Brendan Cunningham, Chief of Staff, Assemblywoman Kimberly Jean-Pierre

“Congratulations! Terrific coverage, and well-deserved.” 

- Katherine Heaviside, President, Epoch 5 Public Relations
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Broadcast News Coverage: Net Zero Energy Challenge 
 
 
News12 featured the launch of United Way of Long Island’s Net Zero Energy Challenge. The 
segment aired on Friday, February 12th at 3:30pm. 
 
https://www.unitedwayli.org/news12-coverage-net-zero-energy-challenge 
 

 

 

https://www.unitedwayli.org/news12-coverage-net-zero-energy-challenge




  
 
 
 
United Way of Long Island to reduce carbon dioxide emissions  

 
4/23/21 - United Way of Long Island has 
begun energy conversion at Deer Park 
headquarters, adding solar, batteries and 
heat pumps to reduce usage below 
production. 
 
The $1.8 million project, with $1 million 
state grants and equipment donations 
from Wallace Eannace and Gree America, 
is expected to serve as a model for so-
called Net Zero buildings.  
 
United Way estimates that their 31,000-

square-foot building with 576 solar arrays will generate 230 kilowatts of electricity. It will be one of the 
largest solar arrays in a non-profit commercial building in New York State. 
 
“We are leading the country in advanced design,” said Matt Brown of the New York State Department of 
Energy Research and Development. 
 
David Calone, a member of the United Way board, said energy savings help fund more services for the 
thousands of families United Way serves on Long Island each year.  
 
“This project makes the internal programs sustainable,” said David Manning, director of foreign affairs at 
Brookhaven National Laboratory. 
 
Once the building is complete, it will be able to operate in the event of a disaster with batteries that store 
energy from the solar array. It also acts as a hub for labor development. 
 
The program has already reduced energy consumption by converting indoor and outdoor lighting into 
highly efficient LEDs. Wallace and Eannace of Long Island will donate three air heat source heat pumps and 
a highly efficient heating and cooling system said Darryl Clark, Corporate Vice President. 
 
United Way President and CEO Theresa Regnante said the program will also be used to educate and train 
young Long Islanders on the installation and use of green and efficient energy products. She said all work 
was expected to be completed by the fall of 2022. She said the unions would support the project by 
donating labor and that government agencies would fund the procurement to balance costs. 
 
Mark Harrington, a Newsday reporter since 1999, covers energy, wineries, Indian issues and fisheries. 
 
https://floridanewstimes.com/united-way-on-long-island-seems-to-reduce-carbon-dioxide-emissions/229849/  

https://floridanewstimes.com/united-way-on-long-island-seems-to-reduce-carbon-dioxide-emissions/229849/


 

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2213308066131/united-way-of-long-island-looks-to-lower-its-carbon-footprint  

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2213308066131/united-way-of-long-island-looks-to-lower-its-carbon-footprint








PROJECT WARMTH HIGHLIGHTS

Emergency Fuel Fund
Helping Long Islanders A�ord Home Energy

2020-2021 Highlights:
• 1,211 families, which included 847 children,  
 782 seniors and 1,585 adults received emergency   
 heating assistance from Project Warmth.

•  Corporate partner PSEG Long Island included  
 Project Warmth direct mail envelopes in the bills of 
 800,000 Nassau and Suffolk customers. 

•  United Way’s direct mail campaign generated   
 revenue from 3,613 donors, a 21% increase from   
 2020.

 •  NICE Bus installed Project Warmth bus placards in  
 all 275 of their buses from December 2020 - March 2021.

Project Warmth, Long Island’s only  
non- governmental emergency fuel fund,  
geared up for another cold winter.

          Mary of Wyandanch

     Vicente of Bay Shore



Broadcast News Coverage: Project Warmth 

 
News12 and ABC News 7 featured United Way of Long Island’s Project Warmth and program 
recipient Lashawnda who needed assistance heating her home during cold months. The 
segment aired on Friday, February 12th at 4:30pm. 

https://www.unitedwayli.org/broadcast-news-coverage-project-warmth-abc7-and-news12  
 

 

https://www.unitedwayli.org/broadcast-news-coverage-project-warmth-abc7-and-news12


 
 
Wind Farm Developers Give to Emergency Heating Fund 
By Christopher Walsh 

March 19, 2021 
Orsted and Eversource, developers of the proposed South Fork Wind farm, have made a $10,000 
contribution to the United Way of Long Island’s Project Warmth Emergency Fuel Fund.  
Project Warmth is Long Island’s only Island-wide nongovernmental emergency heating fund. It exists as a 
safety net for those facing energy insecurity, many of whom have exhausted other options for assistance 
by this point in the winter.   
 
“We’re proud to assist United Way of Long Island in helping local residents with their heating bills,” 
Jennifer Garvey, New York market affairs manager for Orsted, said in a statement issued on Wednesday. 
“We always aim to be a good neighbor in the communities where we develop projects and helping our 
neighbors in their time of need is something we take seriously.”  
 
“We want to thank our friends at United Way of Long Island for the incredible work they do to help assist 
families in our communities that are struggling during these difficult times,” Dennis Galvam, manager, 
outreach planning for strategic projects, at Eversource, said in the same statement. “We are proud to 
partner with an organization that helps families in difficult financial situations. At Eversource, we believe 
that no family should have to choose between putting food on their table, heating their homes, or keeping 
their lights on, and through our partnership with United Way we are working together to make sure that 
the Project Warmth Emergency Fund is there for families that need it the most.”  
 
“This is an exciting time to begin our collaborative efforts with Orsted and Eversource,” Theresa 
Regnante, United Way of Long Island’s president and chief executive officer, said in the same statement. 
“Collectively, we can make a real impact on our neighbors, especially those who are struggling to make 
ends meet as a result of the economic impacts of Covid-19.”   
 
United Way of Long Island can be contacted by dialing 211 or visiting its website,  211longisland.org, for 
assistance. 
 
Contributions to the Project Warmth Emergency Fuel Fund can be made 
at  unitedwayli.org/projectwarmth. 
 
The New York State Public Service Commission voted on Thursday to issue a conditional Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the portion of the wind farm under state jurisdiction. It 
remains under review by the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management. The Town of East Hampton 
and the town trustees have agreed to grant permission to the developers to land its export cable in 
Wainscott and bury it on a path to the Long Island Power Authority substation in East Hampton. 

 

https://www.easthamptonstar.com/grind/2021319/wind-farm-developers-give-to-emergency-heating-fund  

https://www.easthamptonstar.com/node/49
http://www.211longisland.org/
http://www.unitedwayli.org/projectwarmth
https://www.easthamptonstar.com/grind/2021319/wind-farm-developers-give-to-emergency-heating-fund
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Emergency Fuel Fund
Helping Long Islanders A�ord Home Energy

Bus placards were placed into 275 NICE buses from December 2020- March 2021.















THANK YOU...

Project Warmth SupportersProject Warmth Supporters

United Way’s Project Warmth Emergency Fuel Fund helps Long
Islanders who are facing challenges when paying their heating bills.

Because of this financial relief, families like Lashawnda's have the
ability to afford essentials like food and medication while staying

safe and warm this winter.

1,000 families will be helped this winter,1,000 families will be helped this winter,
call call 2-1-12-1-1 for assistance. for assistance.

Constant Contact 
Email Campaign:
Sent to 6,060 contacts

http://www.unitedwayli.org
http://www.unitedwayli.org
https://www.unitedwayli.org/project-warmth-emergency-fuel-fund
https://www.unitedwayli.org/find-help
https://www.unitedwayli.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=32
https://www.unitedwayli.org/project-warmth-emergency-fuel-fund


FAMILIES STILL NEED HELP
As Long Island’s only non-governmental, island-wide fuel fund, Project

Warmth serves the elderly, children, veterans, unemployed, underemployed
and the disabled who are experiencing utility insecurity. Project Warmth keeps

the heat on for Long Islanders…

83% needed help because of a medical emergency, illness or disability.

17% needed help because of a loss of job or loss of a loved one.

More than 70% of households assisted had a child or senior in the home.
These populations are especially vulnerable to the cold weather. 

To Contribute to Project Warmth visit: Project Warmth

Video - Lashawnda

United Way of Long Island | 631.940.3700 | www.unitedwayli.org

Connect with us
#LiveUnited

  

United Way of Long Island's most recent financial reports are accessible at
www.unitedwayli.org/aboutus/financial-information. And, the New York State Office of

the Attorney General may be contacted at 212.416.8401, or by visiting
www.charitiesnys.com, if necessary.

https://www.unitedwayli.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=32
https://www.unitedwayli.org/projectwarmth
http://www.unitedwayli.org
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedWayofLongIsland/
https://twitter.com/UnitedWayLI
https://www.instagram.com/unitedwayli/
http://www.unitedwayli.org/aboutus/financial-information
http://www.charitiesnys.com































Also Appeared In: Brookhaven Review





https://patch.com/new-york/deerpark-northbabylon/united-way-long-island-provides-seniors-vaccine-access  

 United Way of Long Island is 
offering a health and safety outreach 
program for seniors who are 
sheltering in place during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With a $75,000 
grant from the New York State Health 
Foundation (NYSHealth), United 
Way's Safe at Home for Seniors is 
providing critical services to older 
adults in the towns of Brentwood and 
Central Islip. 
 
Senior citizens have been one of the 
most affected populations from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, notably those 
with chronic health conditions and 
who are at home and isolated. This 
funding helps to keep vulnerable 
neighbors connected to critical 
resources in order to ensure they stay 
healthy while remaining in the 
comfort and safety of their homes. 
Program recipients receive a variety 
of services including fresh food, 
HEPA air filtration systems, and 
assistance in registering for the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Through the support of the 
NYSHealth 150 seniors in Brentwood 
and Central Islip are being helped 

through Safe at Home. Collectively, in these communities, over 7,500 residents are aged 65 years or 
older, with 22% of them living alone and 33% living with a disability. This critical support ensures that 
they can maintain and improve their health. 
 
"As the pandemic and physical distancing requirements persist, it remains critical to connect older people 
to the services they need to remain healthy, including access to COVID-19 vaccinations" said David 
Sandman, Ph.D., President and CEO of NYSHealth. "United Way of Long Island has mobilized and 
coordinated community partners to implement a solution that is keeping older adults healthy, safe, and 
socially connected." 
 
"United Way is grateful to the New York State Health Foundation for their generous support of Safe at 
Home for Seniors, and their contribution was significant in helping us launch this program. As health is a 
key component to our organization's mission, we are pleased to join efforts to impact the well-being of 
Long Islanders," said Theresa A. Regnante, President and CEO of United Way of Long Island. 
 

https://patch.com/new-york/deerpark-northbabylon/united-way-long-island-provides-seniors-vaccine-access


United Way is working in partnership with its network of agencies to connect Brentwood and Central 
Islip seniors who are sheltering in place or isolated from family or a caregiver, with Bilingual Community 
Navigators. They act as helping hands managing everyday tasks such as grocery shopping and picking up 
prescriptions; making sure their homes have proper safety measures such as grab rails and working smoke 
detectors; and providing communication assistance, from connecting seniors with family members to 
scheduling their healthcare appointments, including registering for the COVID-19 vaccine. 

For those enrolled, the program's impact is meaningful in improving their everyday lives: 
Maria, a Safe at Home for Seniors recipient from Brentwood, stated, "I cannot always afford to purchase 
fresh food. It was a special treat getting such healthy groceries delivered and made me feel special." 
 
Another recipient explained, "I'm so grateful to United Way of Long Island. My Community Navigator 
scheduled my COVID vaccine and delivered groceries to my door. I also had assistance with my oil and 
electric bill from United Way. This winter could have been so much worse for me without this help. 

The Safe at Home for Seniors program: 
· Protects seniors from COVID-19 with safety kits with PPE and sanitizers and ensure that they practice 
safe hygiene. 
 
· Helps to manage everyday tasks such as stocking up on groceries, preparing or ordering hot meals, 
coordinating transportation to medical appointments and connection to medical alerts. 
 
· Helps seniors communicate with loved ones and health care professionals with virtual devices. 
 
· Facilitates in-person screening assessments such as physical health, emotional health, depression, 
Alzheimer's and Dementia. 
 
· Reports any notable health or mental health changes to family or designee. 
 
· Facilitates health, safety, accessibility and universal design home-check screenings for seniors. If 
needed, coordinate minor home or accessibility repairs. 
 
· Prepares seniors to protect themselves when going out in the public for a medical or other necessary 
appointment. 
 
To date, the organization has helped more than 10,000 Long Islanders during the pandemic; and will 
continue its commitment to helping seniors live a healthy and full life. 
 
For seniors in need of assistance, contact 211 Long Island for information and referrals related to support 
services. Dial 2-1-1, or outside of Nassau and Suffolk Counties 1-888-774-7633 and 
visit 211longisland.org. 211 Long Island operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
 
To learn more about United Way of Long Island or to support Safe at Home for Seniors, 
visit unitedwayli.org/safeathome. 
 

http://www.211longisland.org/
http://www.unitedwayli.org/safeathome
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United Way’s Safe At Home for Seniors

alleviates the stress of our neighbors who are

alone and sheltering-in-place. United Way

along with its Community Partners is helping

senior citizens gain access to health resources

and support services so they can

remain in the comfort and

safety of their home.

United Way has provided relief

and services to over 10,000

seniors across Long Island.

S fe
at Home

for Seniors

Sergio gives a
thumbs up for
your support!

Help Us Help Families • visit unitedwayli.org/SafeAtHome
Contact 211 Long Island for information and referrals related to support services.

Dial 2-1-1, or outside of Nassau and Suffolk Counties 1-888-774-7633 and visit 211longisland.org.

Safe At Home is supported in part by the New York State Health Foundation
and the Towns of Babylon, Brookhaven, Hempstead, Huntington and Islip.
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H O N O R  A  H E R OH O N O R  A  H E R O

June 16, 2021 • 1pmJune 16, 2021 • 1pm

JOIN OUR VIRTUALJOIN OUR VIRTUAL

SALUTESALUTE

Funds raised will support Long Island families affected by COVID-19

United Way Virtual Salute & Recognition Ceremony
United Way of Long Island will be celebrating and honoring 

Long Island’s Workforce Heroes who have been inspirational 

during these challenging times. 

 

Do you know a Long Island Hero in the Workforce  
who you would like to spotlight? 
Put the limelight on a hero, someone who has been uplifting 

and made a positive impact on your life…making this year 

brighter. This includes champions from healthcare, retail, 

restaurant, non-profit, food and grocery, public service, 

education, small businesses, labor unions, and more. 

Submit your Workforce Hero’s name and why that person 

is your hero. 

Attend the Event

Cheer on your Workforce Hero and join fellow celebrators 

on Wednesday, June 16 at 1:00 pm for United Way’s 

Virtual Salute and Recognition Ceremony. Be sure to 

fully participate by getting your Virtual Salute Kit! For 

more information and full details about this event visit: 

unitedwayli.org/virtualsalute. Honor a HERO Today! 

Hero Recognition Ceremony will include  
a Virtual Salute and a Candle Lighting Tribute to 

remember lives lost to COVID-19 over the past year. 
  

To attend the event and receive  
your Virtual Salute Kits:

Appreciation: $500 
Hero Name/Photo Submission

Personalized Certificate for your Hero 
12 Tickets to Virtual Event 

12 Virtual Salute Kits
Brand/Name Recognition during Salute Ceremony  
Brand/Name Recognition on United Way’s website

Admiration: $50 
Hero Name/Photo Submission

Personalized Certificate for your Hero  
Ticket to Virtual Event  

Virtual Salute Kit

Applause: $25 
Hero Name/Photo Submission
Digital Certificate for your Hero  

Ticket to Virtual Event

To get your Virtual Salute Kits and Honor your Hero 
visit: www.unitedwayli.org/virtualsalute

For more information contact Vickie Cella at 
631.940.3714 or vcella@unitedwayli.org or visit: 

www.unitedwayli.org/virtualsalute

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL SALUTE

Funds raised will support Long Island families affected by COVID-19

4.20.2021



UNITED WAY’S WALL OFUNITED WAY’S WALL OF

HEROESHEROES
Get A Glimpse of







 

https://www.longislandpress.com/2021/03/12/new-hires-promotions-on-long-island-11/  



 

https://www.longislandpress.com/2021/04/02/new-hires-promotions-on-long-island-12  









Thank You
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