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GLEN COVE

CITY APPOINTMENTS.
The Glen Cove City Coun-
cil meets tomorrow at 7:30
p.m. at City Hall. The
mayor is to submit his
appointments to the council
for consideration. Follow
Mackenzie Rigg’s Twitter
updates @mackrigg.

BRIGHTWATERS

TRUSTEES MEET. The
Brightwaters Village trustees
hold their first 2015 meeting
at 8 p.m. Jan. 5 at Village
Hall, 40 Seneca Dr. Check
Sophia Chang’s Twitter
updates @schangnewsday.

LONG BEACH

COUNCIL MEETING. The
Long Beach City Council
meets Jan. 6 to discuss
issues for 2015. The meeting
begins at 7 p.m. on the sixth
floor of Long Beach City
Hall, 1 W. Chester Ave.
Read John Asbury’s Twitter
updates @johnasbury.

BROOKHAVEN
TOWN

APPOINTMENTS MADE.
The town board meets at 5
p.m. Jan. 8 at Town Hall, 1
Independence Hill, Farming-
ville, for the annual organi-
zational meeting; appoint-
ments and designations of
official town functions will
be made. Follow Carl
MacGowan’s Twitter up-
dates, @CarlMacGowan.

NOW ONLINE
Catch up with these

stories today at
newsday.com/towns

BAY SHORE
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BY SOPHIA CHANG
sophia.chang@newsday.com

A program to train military
veterans in the high-tech skills
of the green construction indus-
try won a recent boost with a
$200,000 state grant.

The VetsBuild Long Island
program is run by the United
Way of Long Island, in conjunc-
tion with the United Veterans
Beacon House of Bay Shore, a
not-for-profit that works with
veterans.

In the three years the pro-
gram has existed, it’s trained
about 140 veterans in basic con-
struction skills along with
more complicated techniques
to work in the burgeoning
green construction field, which
emphasizes energy efficiency
and eco-friendly materials.

The state earlier this month
awarded the grant to the Vets-
Build program as part of $82
million in aid for Long Island
projects under Gov. Andrew
M. Cuomo’s Regional Econom-
ic Development Councils.

“The investment made by
New York State Department of
State will enable veterans to
stay on Long Island and enjoy
careers in the green construc-
tion sector,” United Way of
Long Island president and chief
executive Theresa Regnante
said in a statement. “The best
hope for a bright future for
Long Island begins and ends
with the ability to strengthen
our economy and give everyone
the opportunity to succeed.”

Beacon House in Bay Shore
partners with the United Way
for outreach to veterans who
are looking for employment or
job training, and steers inter-
ested participants to Vets-
Build, Regnante said in an in-
terview. “We put it all togeth-
er, and we have had great suc-
cess,” she said.

Once a class of veterans has
formed, the free five-week pro-
gram starts inside a warehouse
in Deer Park called the E3
SmartBuild Center, where a
mock-up of a two-story Cape

Cod-style home is set up so
that every potential home envi-
ronment can be replicated for
trainees.

“We’re able to simulate the
latest in what the Department
of Energy is requiring” of con-
struction standards, said Rick
Wertheim, a trainer and the se-
nior vice president of the Unit-

ed Way’s housing division. He
pointed to the screens and
gauges that monitor tempera-
ture, pressure, carbon monox-
ide levels, and other measure-
ments inside the house. “This
is the latest state-of-the-art
training.”

Kevin Brittan, 22, of Linden-
hurst finished the most recent

training session this month. He
spent four years as an airman
first class in the Air Force,
which included service in Kyr-
gyzstan. When he left the mili-
tary, he filed for unemploy-
ment while job-searching —
and discovered the green con-
struction industry.

“I was at the unemployment
office, and I saw a paper for
VetsBuild,” Brittan said. He
said he had some construction
skills from side jobs — “basic
framing, sheetrocking, things
like that. Now I have a skill
set.”

His classmate, Elvin Vargas,
45, of Lake Ronkonkoma,
served in the Army infantry
from 1987 to 1991 as a Bradley
tank gunner. “My goals are to
be the first energy-efficient
retrofitter in Suffolk County,”
he said.

Vargas called VetsBuild “an
awesome project,” and added,
“this is a great opportunity af-
forded to veterans.”
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Beacon House
About the United Veterans Beacon House:
] The organization offers emergency, temporary and permanent
housing for men, women and women with children.
] The group runs 24 locations on Long Island and provides services
to more than 185 people daily. Some of the housing programs are
open to nonveterans, including two emergency shelters for homeless
families and one home for women in recovery from drug or alcohol
addiction.
] Beacon House runs a thrift store and food pantry at its Bay Shore
headquarters.
] In addition to housing, Beacon House helps people facing homeless-
ness, drug or alcohol addictions, and with job skill development.

From www.uvbh.com
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State grant helps
program teach veterans
green building skills

From left, United Way Long Island vice president Rick Wertheim and military veterans Elvin Vargas
and Kevin Brittan visit at the organization’s training center in Deer Park last week.
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