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Introduction  

 

Welcome to the United Way of Long Island Hurricane 

Sandy Report.  As you know, the Superstorm struck 

Long Island in October 2012, devastating 58,000 

homes, and carving a path of destruction none of us will 

ever forget. The scope of the recovery efforts and the 

length of time needed for all affected businesses and 

families to return to pre-hurricane status compelled the 

United Way of Long Island to become very active in 

Hurricane recovery and re-building efforts. This      

publication is designed to keep you posted on our      

efforts. The report describes the recovery efforts the 

United Way has undertaken and outlines the important 

programs, resources, funding and re-building projects 

now underway.  We hope it will become a source of   

information, knowledge and inspiration for Long       

Island.  

Theresa Regnante, President and CEO of United Way 

of Long Island.  
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Information, Referral & Case Management  

 

2-1-1, Long Island's free helpline 

and online database is your       

one-stop link to a wide range of 

resources during disasters and 

emergencies.  United Way of 

Long Island urges area residents 

to add the 2-1-1 helpline (2-1-1 or 

1-888-774-7633) to their list of 

critical phone numbers. The 2-1-1 

Long  Island website  

(www.211longisland.org) also provides a Disaster Update Page for the latest disaster updates 

during times of crisis. Please see the table below to see how the 2-1-1 helpline has helped our 

neighbors in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. 



 

Hurricane Sandy   

Disaster Assistance Resource Guide  

 

To help people locate assistance with rebuild 

and recovery, United Way of Long Island, has 

developed a Disaster  Assistance  Resource 

Guide. The guide features a wide range of 

disaster recovery resources for residents     

affected by Hurricane Sandy. It’s updated 

each  month and posted at 

www.211longisland.org under the “Hurricane 

Sandy” tab on the home page, as well as on 

the United Way of Long Island website: 

www.unitedwayli.org.  

The Juan Family of Long Beach  



Available Resources  

Disaster Case Management 

The United Way of Long Island is helping to secure funding for the Hurricane Sandy Unmet 

Needs Roundtable, a national model managed by the Health & Welfare Council of Long Island.  

The role of a Roundtable is to provide financial aid to eligible disaster survivors who continue to 

have disaster-related needs, once they have exhausted all other available resources (income guide-

lines apply). 

Trained case workers present selected cases to a roundtable of funders, who then determine 

whether they will meet a family’s expressed needs based on predetermined criteria. Any funding 

provided by the donors goes directly to the vendor that can meet the need - for example, a        

contractor or a landlord - ensuring a transparent system for aid.  

In March 2013, Disaster Case Managers began presenting cases to the Hurricane Sandy Unmet 

Needs Roundtable.  Unmet needs may include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Rent and mortgage 
 Utilities 

 Car and Home Repair 
 Household Goods 

 Child Care  

 

2-1-1 Long Island is serving as the gateway to  

Disaster Case Management assignment. Please 

contact 2-1-1 Long Island for a brief pre-screening 

and automatic assignment to the Disaster Case 

Management agency of your choice.  Dial 2-1-1 or 

1-888-774-7633.   

 

 F.E.G.S. Health and Human Services  
 Catholic Charities 

 Family Service League      
 Lutheran Social Services of NY 
 Hispanic Brotherhood of Rockville Centre 

 Adelante of Suffolk County         
 La Fuerza Unida de Glen Cove  
 

You must be working with a Disaster Case Manager to access the Unmet Needs Roundtable. Case 

managers will work with their clients to determine if their situations are appropriate and or        

eligible for presentation to the Unmet Needs Roundtable.  



Operation Rebuild  

YouthBuild Long Island Aids In Disaster Recovery 

YouthBuild Long Island is a free job training program that serves low-income young adults  

ages 18 to 24. YouthBuild program components include Housing, Education, Job Readiness/

Construction, Pre-Apprenticeship Training, Career Development, Leadership Development, 

Counseling and Graduate Services. A strong focus is placed on Green industry job opportuni-

ties in Energy Efficiency, Renewables, Weatherization, Energy Star Construction, and Home 

Performance. YouthBuild Long Island students are playing an important role in rebuilding 

Long Island after the devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy. In circumstances where a    

homeowner’s insurance and other recovery resources are not sufficient to return a resident to 

financial stability, YouthBuild Long Island has stepped in to fill the gap.  

 

 

Our YouthBuild Students helping an Amityville resident  



 

United Way of Long Island, YouthBuild, & VetsBuild  

Join forces to Help Long Beach Family 

 

United Way of Long Island and its Youth-

Build and VetsBuild programs teamed up to 

help Dave and Ashley Juan, whose home and 

livelihood were seriously damaged by       

Hurricane Sandy.   

The Juan’s home in Long Beach suffered   

significant damage from the storm surge     

including structural issues, which have made 

repair work complicated. Dave is part owner 

of Unsound, a surf shop in Long Beach that was also damaged by the storm and is still closed. 

While dealing with insurance matters, the family is living in a rental apartment and trying to 

make repairs to both their home and business.  Ashley welcomed a baby girl at the end of  

February, who has yet to see her home. Dave is valued in the community for his generosity 

and support of local charities.  He is active in environmental issues, supports the local surfers 

with sponsorships and volunteers for Surfers Healing - an organization that teaches surfing to    

autistic children and much more. 

Thanks to United Way of Long Island, several YouthBuild graduates and VetsBuild             

participants were joined by volunteer college students on spring break at the Juan residence 

from March 17-22.  They spent the 

week cleaning up storm debris and    

installing energy upgrades to the 

home, wrapping the exterior with 

foam insulation and adding brand 

new vinyl siding. The family also  

received support from the corporate 

world. Bosch  provided a reduced 

cost boiler and National Grid     

Foundation provided $2,500 for a 

heating system.    



Hurricane Sandy Supporters  

 

We Thank the Champions of our Rebuild & Recovery Efforts  

During the darkness of Hurricane Sandy, we saw what is brightest on Long Island. At the same 

time, we saw the spirit of resilience and strength of people looking out for one another. As of to-

day, a total of $5 million has been raised to aid our neighbors in need. Leading the way in altruism 

and generosity are the following foundations and corporations that have each given more than 

$100,000. 

The United Way of Long Island Extends its Sincerest Gratitude to all of its Supporters. 



 

LONG ISLAND VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS ACTIVE IN 

DISASTER (LI-VOAD)  

 

The LI-VOAD is a coalition of non-profit,       

government, and for-profit organizations in Nassau 

and Suffolk Counties committed to working       

together in the areas of disaster preparedness,     

response, and recovery.  Members of the              

LI-VOAD support each other through their collab-

orative planning efforts to identify potential needs 

of disaster victims and develop coordinated and 

efficient delivery of needed resources and services.  

Each VOAD member organization maintains its own autonomy while coordinating closely 

with others in four key areas: 

 Planning for the needs of various populations post disaster 

 Training agencies to facilitate effective relief work in all phases of disasters 

 Convening member agencies in a coordinated response during disasters 

 Partnering with government emergency response and recovery agencies and programs 

 

 The United Way of Long Island, The Health & Welfare Council of Long        
Island, and Long Island Volunteer Center are all actively recruiting       

volunteers to help Long Island families recover & rebuild.  

 

BE THE NEXT ONE!  

Join our Volunteer Rebuilding Efforts 

Contact  

United Way of Long Island 

Volunteer Program Coordinator 

Tel: (631) 940-3700 

Or: (631) 940-3719 

Email: trivers@unitedwayli.org 

www.unitedwayli.org/bethenextone 


